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12 MAY 1978 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Assistant for Information, DDA 


FROM : Saas . 25X1A 
Chief, Information and Privacy Staff 


SUBJECT ; Proposed FOI/PA Symposium 


1. In response to your suggestion concerning an 
FOI/PA Symposium we have made the following determinations: 


a. There is space available at HMMM on 6, 7 25X1A 
and 8 September, both for billets and for the 
various meetings, provided our total of participants 
and guest speakers does not exceed 50. (Our last 
symposium, two years ago, comprised 47.) 


b. There are several possible topics for an 
agenda, over and above our own immediate problems: 


The new Executive Order, scheduled to 
replace 11652 in December. Although this 
does not affect FOI/PA directly, there are 
enough changes involved to make a thorough 
understanding - and early warning - desirable. 


ag Results of the present study by MM 25x14 
yw ae of FOI/PA within the Agency. This promises to be 
oo the most complete and objective study yet under- 
taken. The results, and some of the implications, 
es be of interest to everyone. 


: Mechanization. FOI/PA and our declassifi- 
cation program have spawned several computer 
programs. These are already beginning to 
Cm overlap. Discussion of their benefits, short- 
comings, and possible future developments should 
be of general interest. 
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2. There has been considerable turnover in FOI/PA 
personnel since the last symposium. One of the principal 
benefits to be expected of this one will be the chance 
for personal contacts and discussions bée?é¢n- persons 
who would otherwise have no occasion to meet. 


3. We must accept the fact that FOI/PA is going 
to be with us for a long time, and that its load will 
probably increase. (In 1996 our request rate was 13.5 
per day; in 1977, 18.6; in 1978, thus far, 19.4) Political 
realities make it unlikely that we can expect relief from 
Congress. This might be an appropriate time and place for 
a look at Agency policy for the long run. 


4. I have asked to chair a group cone 
responsible for arrangements. This group will include 
25X1A HS who is also an OTR careerist, 25X1A 
25X1A per your suggestion, and We will await 


further instructions. 


290X1A 


Distribution; 
—Grig. - Addee 
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